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Congratulations...
Langley: Leadership, Honor Society, and Key Club for taking the 
time to help the needy in our community.
Carpenter: All of our AP students who continue to challenge 
themselves.
May: Our seniors who are almost half-way through the school year. 
You’ll make it; don’t give up! 
Moen: Michael Huber for getting Nov. Student of the month.
Kappeler: The choirs for a great winter concert!
Bellingham: All the AP history juniors who have survived every 
shot Mr. Bellingham has taken at them and are still producing 
outlines.
Monegan: All athletes that performed well.
Hart: Millie Carpenter, Celeste Dax, Jessica Yost, and Natalie 
Haffner for doing an awesome job in English- and a shout out to my 
TA Taylor Agnes for her specialness. 
Brands: 1.All leagues and 2. Boys’ cross country: a) 2nd at districts 
and b)qualified for state meet as a team.
Lee: All the Elmira staff! You do a great job.
Best: Girls Varsity and JV for their first win against Philomath and 
Mohawk.
Marquess: All the Elmira students for the amount of money and 
food raised for the Food Drive, great job!
Cooper: Tanner Cregan for helping the classes remember the 
adopt a family. Honor Society for pulling off an ambitious holiday 
carnival. EHS students for their great attitude and giving nature 
during this holiday season.
Snider: Muchas gracias a todos mis T.A.s este semestre: Aurora 
Garcia, Corbie Johnson, Adreanna Jones, Jane Stevens, Lyndsay 
Bradley, and Tyler Peal. ¡Uds. son los mejores! Espero que todos 
tengan un buen receso de invierno. ¡Feliz Año Nuevo~2016!

Editorial Policy
Editorials are the official opinons of The Falconer. 
Opinons and letters are the personal viewpoints of the 
writers and do not neccessarily reflect the opinons of the 
paper. All content decisions are made by student co-
editors-in-chief, and the content of The Falconer in no 
way reflects the offical policy of Elmira High School. 
Letters to the editors are welcomed; however, the must 
be signed and screened by the editorial board.

9th- Shelby McCormick
10th- Megan Kaiser
11th- Jeran Coffey

12th-Jessica Yost
Falcon- Adreanna Jones

Ask the Staff
Jessica Coone*, Editor in 
Chief: To finish writing one of 
my novels.
Katriel Connors*, Managing 
Editor: The same one I’ve had 
for the past three years: lose 
weight.
Desirea Collins, Managing 
Editor: I want to start being 
a more positive & optimistic 
person.
Jesse Sagen, Photo Editor: 
Punch people’s soles.
Kayla Pelroy, Ad Manager: 
To be better than the person I 
was yesterday.
Kyla Esselburn, Reporter/
Photographer: To finish writ-
ing my novel.
Andy Watts, Reporter/
Photographer: To finally 
beat Donkey Kong Country 
Returns.
Fiona Carlin, Reporter/Pho-
tographer: Learn to play video 
games on the PC.
Daniel Phillips, Reporter/
Photographer: Keep on doing.

Nikki Smith, Reporter/Car-
toonist: My resolutions, huh, 
I just don’t know, I am happy 
with myself, but if I had to 
have one is a 4.0 GPA.
Andrea Griffin, Reporter/
Cartoonist: Run at least seven 
miles every week.
Cooper Barnes, Reporter/
Cartoonist: To start taking 
my New Year’s resolutions 
seriously.
Anna Marshall, Reporter/
Cartoonist: Take down ISIS 
with my new mind powers.
Michael Huber, Reporter: I 
don’t have one. I don’t really 
like resolutions anyway.
Julia Davis, Photographer: 
Succeed at being a vegetarian.
Jeanie May, Adviser: To be 
less stressful and to enjoy the 
new semester with students 
and staff.
 
*: Quill and Scroll member

December Students of the Month 

News Briefs
Congratulations to all the EHS students and staff for 
raising a total of $1, 146.27 for the coin drive. The total 
amount of points is in order from most to least: seniors 
with 15,460, sophomores with 8,025, the juniors with 
5,032, and the freshmen with 4,035.
January 11, 25 - OBOB practice, 3:30-4:30 pm
January 19 - Dodgeball practice in the cafeteria at 6:30-
8:00 pm 
January 23 - Winter Formal in cafeteria 7:30-11:00 pm 
January 28 – Coffee house night in cafeteria at 7:00 pm 

What is your New Year’s resolution?

Cover photo by Daniel Phillips

Congratulations 
to Tyler Peale, 

jr., for being the 
first to find the 
turkey in the 

November issue!

Find the ornament!
If you are the first to show 
Jeanie May the Ornament, 
you get your picture with 
the Falcon featured in the 
next issue!
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  Adopt-a-family is an informal 
initiative that our school does to 
help out families in our district. 
Adopt-a-family was started many 
years ago by the Leadership Class, 
but it was handed over to Honor 
Society and Key Club.
  Fifth period classes are assigned 
a family member and collect 
gifts for that specific member. 
These people are not fictional, but 
families from one of the schools in 
the Fern Ridge district. Christmas, 
hopefully, will be happier for these 
families due to the generosity of 
EHS students.
  Most of the time, the gifts are 
delivered directly to the families. 
Honor Society coordinates it 
all and wraps all the gifts with 
a “wrap-party” before going on 
winter break. Key Club helps out, 
and most of the gifts are kept with 

Doncella Marquesses, art teacher 
and Key Club adviser.
  This year, ten family members 
will be helped, so two fifth period 
classes will share one person.
  Elmira High School will ask each 
school to provide a list of names 
and gifts the individual’s desire; 
classes are then able buy gifts for 
the family member. 
  The classes with the most money 
in gifts win, receiving a pizza 
party. Last year, Jennifer Snider, 
Spanish teacher, won with a few 
hundred dollars 
  Even with all the other 
fundraisers going on at school, in 
the past classes bring in an average 
of $80-$120 worth of gifts. 
  “Our student body is very 
giving,” said Forrest Cooper, math 
and Honor Society adviser. 

Q. What kind of 
car is it?
A. 2002 Ford Focus

Q. How long have 
you had it?
A. two years

Q. What is your 
favorite part about 
your car?
A. Its unbeatable 
speed, and it plays 
cassette tapes 

Q. What is your 
nickname for your 
car?
A. Neil Thompson, 
but some people just 
call it better than 
Zach’s.

-By Andrea Griffin

Car of the Month 
Riley Craig

  

This year’s goal for wrestling is 
simple: “To get better every day and 
wrestle our best contest when districts 
arrive,” said Scott Shannon, wrestling 
coach and health teacher. 
  Other wrestling coaches include Jus-
tin Peeler, middle school PE teacher; 
Stu Burgess, history teacher; gradu-
ates Madison Loveland, and Audrey 
Castello. 
  The team finished fourth at the 
district tournament and second in 
the Sky-Em league. The team also 
had two state champs: graduates, 
Zane Wardwell and Audrey Castello. 
Runner ups were graduates: Matt 
Engholm, Daniel McClennen, Morgan 
Craig, and Evan Cochran. 
  To improve from last year, Shan-
non plans to focus on take downs 
and being more aggressive on their 
feet.   Shannon also recognizes that 
there is not as much experience on the 
team this year as there was last year 
because of all the new members. “...
but if we buy into getting better every 
day, we can get some good results.” 
Shannon said.
  “I decided to join this year’s team 
to continue doing the sport that I fell 
in love with last year,” said Christina 
Cazimero, jr. “I love the adrenaline 
rush”
  Sabina Botello, soph., along with 
Anna Marshall, soph., decided to 

come out for wrestling because they 
enjoy competing and the intensity of 
wrestling. Botello said that she gets 
mental strength.
  Marshall gets a good feeling during 
the day when looking forward to 
wrestling practice. She appreciates 
working out and getting for with a 
large group of people. They both 
agree that it does take up a lot of their 
free time and weekend because of 
practices and tournaments.
  A typical practice consists of 
“Running, running, and more run-
ning,” said Dale Miller, sr.; or more 
accurately, stair laps, certain cross fit 
workouts (with stair laps in between), 
and working on takedowns, or a new 
move with a partner. 
  Dale Miller has been wrestling for 
seven years. He likes the individuality 
and learning discipline. He decides 
to join this year’s team because he 
simply loves the sport. 
  He admits that there are sacrifices, 
like eating. Miller needs to monitor 
and lose weight in order to stay in his 
weight class and be able to participate.
  Wrestlers have to weigh themselves 
before and after practice. Weight is an 
important part of wrestling because 
it determines who you will wrestle 
against. It is important to weigh 
yourself often because your weight 
fluctuates.  

Wrestling takes off

-By Andrea Griffin

Adopt-a-family helps others

Word List:
Frosty
Rudolph
Winter
Presents

Christmas
Candy Cane
Holidays
Chill
Wreaths



  This year, the SANTA project 
continues its 23rd year of gift giv-
ing to the children who might not 
receive gifts otherwise. The SAN-
TA acronym stands for Sharing 
Among Neighbors Toy Appeal; 
families in the Fern Ridge District 
or Crow-Applegate District are 
legible to receive gifts.
  Last year, 224 families and 603 
children (ages zero through 18) 
were given gifts. Each year, many 
children can get various types of 
gifts through the SANTA project 
including coats, bikes, helmets, 

books, and other toys.
  But what inspired this program?
  In 1991, Inez Brooker, co-found-
er of the SANTA project, was in-
spired to start the project. She was 
helping out at the food drive and 
handing out books to people who 
wanted one when a man brought 
a bunch of toys from Goodwill to 
be handed out with the books and 
food. Many of the toys were not in 
the best condition, but the families 
getting food still checked out the 
toys, some taking them home 
to be given to their children for 
Christmas. "Some of [the people] 
were in tears," said Brooker.
  After that experience, Brooker 
got her friend, Sally Staulding on 
board with the idea of gift giving 
charity. And the following year, in 
1992, the SANTA project began. 
During the first year, the SANTA 
project accepted both used and 

new toy donations and the vol-
unteers worked hard to clean and 
repair the toys. News of the new 
project was printed in the local 
newspaper to get people informed 
to donate.
  The first present giveaway 
did not take place at the Veneta 
Elementary, but instead at the old 
NAPA building. There were no 
tables to set gifts on at that time, 
so the gifts were set on the floor. 
During the second year, there 
were tables.
  But on the third year, the SANTA 

organization became more orga-
nized and began to use the Veneta 
Elementary School gym. To this 
day, the gift giveaway is held 
there.
  Brooker is now retired from the 
SANTA organization, but she still 
helps out. For about twenty years, 
Lydia Schauer was president of 
the program and last year, due to 
illness, Alice Nichols took over 
as president. This year will be 
Nichols first official giveaway as 
president of the SANTA project. 
  There are many people who con-
tribute by donating to the SANTA 
organization. The Free Souls Mo-
torcycle Club (FSMC) collects the 
money for the project once a year. 
They also donate to the organiza-
tion. "We've gotten 7,000 dollars 
from them before," said Nichols.
  The CRUIZERS for CHRIST 
help the organization by volun-

teering as well 
as providing 
hot beverages 
for the people 
waiting in line 
for toys. 
  Local busi-
nesses also 
provide for the 
project. Sanipac 
donates bi-
cycles, the Fire 
Department do-
nates helmets, 
Rays Food 
Place supplies 
shopping bags 
for people to 
carry their gifts 
in and the food 
for the lunches 
provided during the gift giveaway. 
VSW, a women's auxiliary to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, then 
prepares all of the food for the 
lunches. 
  The 20-30 club provides about 
1/2 of the coats given out during 
the program. This year, the club 
has donated about 240 coats out 
of approximately 350 donated 
altogether.
  There is a budget the project has 
each year use to go out and buy 
extra gifts. The budget is earned 
through fundraising and the proj-
ect generally earns about 9,000 
to 10,000 dollars to use for the 
SANTA project.
  Members of the project all vol-
unteer their time. Nobody is paid 
for it. "I have wonderful volun-

teers," said Nichols.
  This year the gift giveaway will 
take place on Sat. Dec. 19, 2015 in 
the gym at the Veneta Elementary 
School from nine to four. Set up 
will occur the day before.
  No children are allowed to be 
present during the gift giveaway. 
"We don't want any of the chil-
dren to be embarrassed because 
some people discriminate," said 
Brooker. All people going to the 
gift giveaway will register before 
entering, saying in which dis-
trict they live in and how many 
children they have. Then, for each 
child, the parent will receive two 
tickets with which to use to trade 
for gifts. One ticket will get one 
gift, no matter the type or age 
group.
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S.A.N.T.A project benefits over 200 families

Photo courtesy of the S.A.N.T.A. project
Infant and toddler table displays toys available for children of that age.

Photo courtesy of the S.A.N.T.A. project
Toys and sports equiptment set up on an individual table.

-By Jessica Coone
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Ken Best
Q. What high school did you go to?
A. I spent my freshman year at Sheldon, and I finished at north Medford High 
School
Q. What were you like in high school?
A. I think I was a lot like I am now; I was very resolved and took pride in 
resisting to peer pressure. I had my main group of friends, but I liked to be 
friends with a lot of other groups as well.
Q. What sports did you do? Did you have any unique hobbies?
A. In high school I did football, basketball, and track, but I only 

did basketball for the full four years. I was in honor society, also participated 
in math competitions, andI did well in school.

Krin Hunt
Q. What high school did you go to?
A. Sheldon High School
Q. What were you like in high school?
A: I was quiet. I liked science, and I was serious. I competed on horses, three 
day eventing.  Horseback riding was my life. I played piano, also I drove a 
Nissan pickup.

  Over the past several months, the 
Islamic State spreading through Iraq 
and Syria has taken further steps 
toward war with the west. Despite 
the development of a centralized 
provisional government, it has also 
shown its capacity as a global terror 
syndicate. Terror cells and attacks 
around the world have been linked 
to ISIS, either through investigation 
or direct confession. The threat has 
been growing since the summer of 
2014, when Iraq fell to the rebel 
force born from the ashes of Al 
Qaeda. For over a year, the fledgling 
Caliphate focused its energy on the 
surrounding territories. After its 
violent foundation in the unstable 
Middle East, its tendrils have 
reached into the western world. 
  On Nov. 13, a series of six attacks 
occurred in Paris, France, killing 
130 people. The attacks were 
carried out by nine men, consisting 
of four suicide bombers and five 
riflemen. Investigation revealed 
that all known attackers were EU 
citizens, some of whom had recently 
travelled to Syria and returned 
as radicalized operatives. Upon 
apprehension, one suspect openly 
admitted to being an ISIS operative.

  On Dec. 2, Syed Farook and 
Tashfeen Malik, his wife, opened 
fire with assault rifles and pistols at 
a company Christmas party in San 
Bernardino, California. The attack 
killed 14. Farook, a U.S. citizen, 
and Malik, a Pakistani national, 
were pursued from the crime scene 
in an SUV. The subsequent shootout 
with police left the married couple 
dead. Further investigation of the 
suspects’ vehicle, property, and 
persons placed 1,600 rounds of 
ammunition with them, as well as 
4,500 rounds and multiple pipe 
bombs and improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) in their home. 
According to Fox News contributor 
Catherine Herridge, such an 
operation takes extensive funding 
and specific training. While the 
source of their funding is still 
under investigation, a closer look 
at their social media sites revealed 
that Malik had recently pledged 
allegiance to the Islamic State and 
Farook had recently made contact 
with members of multiple terror 
organizations.
  In addition to multinational 
attacks, ISIS also continues to 
execute countless foreign nationals 

members of non-Islamic religions 
on ISIS controlled soil. The specific 
targeting of Christians and Jews has 
left the Abrahamic religions at odds 
with each other. The executions, 
which have included American, 
British, French, and Russian, 
citizens, have galvanized multiple 
competing nations against a 
common foe. The United Kingdom, 
Russia, France, and Turkey have all 

declared war on ISIS, regularly 
bombing their assets, ordinance, 
and strongholds.
  Leaders of ISIS have continuously 
encouraged their followers to wage 
war wherever they are, and they 
have proven their ability to do so. 
While national security is adjusting 
to the threat, the threat is still very 
real.

Terror attacks in western 
hemisphere shed light 
on  scope of ISIS threat

-By Cooper Barnes

Teachers back in the day...

-By Valeriana Marshall
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Point and Counter PointIGNORANCE IS BLISS;
MAY PROVE HELPFUL
  Ignorance really is bliss. Not 
knowing sometimes means not 
worrying, because knowing 
about something could be rather 
concerning or upsetting.  What is 
not known will not hurt, even if 
the truth is dubious. 
  “Living is easy with eyes 
closed,” is a famous quote by 
John Lennon that reinstates how 
being uninformed on something 
won’t hurt. 
  Being ignorant does not 
necessarily mean stupidity; it 
just means choosing what is 
wanted to know in life. There is a 
difference between ignorance and 
not wanting to learn. Ignorance 
means not wanting to know the 
things that don’t matter, such as 
the controversial topics of insults 
or favorite things. 
  Ignorance can be used as an 
advantage, just so long it’s not 
abused. Using ignorance as 
an advantage could be acting 
ignorant, which comes across 

as being “dumb,” though it’s 
probably not true. Acting 
ignorant can allow for “getting 
off the hook,” therefore an 
advantage for many so-called 
“ignorant” people. 
  Being ignorant can also boost 
self-esteem. By not knowing 
what those “rude insults” mean, 
you could think that they mean 
something positive, therefore, 
boosting confidence. 
  As children, people don’t 
have the burdens that adults 
have; children don’t have the 
relentless burdens that come with 
responsibility and awareness of 
the hardships and complexities 
in life. Adults and parents keep 
knowledge away from children 
that may harm them, or that may 
be too
difficult to understand. In 
this process that adults go 
through, children are better off. 
Knowledge that they don’t have 
to know will, in turn, be best. 

  A child who has experienced a 
hardship or a complexity in their 
life will be more emotional than 
an unknowing child. If a child 
is aware of the harsh society 
we live in, it will hurt them. 
On the other hand, a child who 
is uninformed of the hurtful 
realities of the world will be 
happier and more optimistic. 
  Many people will ask this 
multiple times in their life: “You 
were better off not knowing that, 
weren’t you?” and only on very 

rare occasions the reply will be 
“no.” It is natural for humans 
to want to know something; it 
is a primal instinct; however, 
there will almost always have a 
negative reaction or effect. 
  So think about it, is knowledge 
actually power in a sometimes 
heartbreaking, eroding, 
belligerent journey that we call 
life?

- By Desirea Collins

 

  Sometimes knowing what is 
unknown can cause a lot of pain. 
But not knowing something may 
cause hurt also. In that case, how 
can one’s ignorance cause bliss? 
The unknowledgeable have no 
experience with handling the 
pain dealt in life, and learning 
how to cope with stress, pain, 
and the bad aspects of life is key. 
Knowledge is truly power.
  Firstly, knowledge is needed 
to get anywhere in life. It is 
needed to get a job, move on to 
college, and deal with situations. 
Without knowledge, a person 
may not have enough experience 
to get a job, or if they wish, to 
go to college. So knowledge 
is important in that it teaches 
people to know how to handle 

situations in day to day life. For 
example, if a person asks his 
friend how to handle the death 
of a close one and the friend 
is unable to answer due to his 
ignorance in the topic, and then 
no support will be given to the 
friend. It would be helpful to 
know how to assist people who 
need comfort after being dealt 
news carrying pain; after all, not 
everyone is ignorant to things 
occurring around him.
  Some people are scared of 
knowing because they are afraid 
that the truth may hurt them. 
People, however, need to know 
how to handle pain. They need 
to know the emotional hurt that 
comes from knowing the hurtful 
things because it will make it 

easier in the future to handle 
painful and emotional situations. 
It will also help so that shocking, 
painful news isn’t so hard to 
take. Altogether, it would be 
better to know ahead of time than 
find out the bad news when it is 
too late or too hard to accept.
  As an example, imagine 
someone spreading rumors about 
someone. Would that person 
rather know the things being said 
about them, or would they rather 
have the rumors stay hidden? It 
is understandable not to want to 
be hurt by the unkind words that 
person is spreading, but what if 
people begin to believe what was 
said? Then people could be left 
in the dust, not understanding 
why all of a sudden people are 

treating them differently.
  Overall, it is good to be 
knowledgeable of the things 
happening in the world, good 
and bad. After someone has been 
hurt, he begins to learn how 
to handle the painful situation 
and he begins to take bad news 
easier. Those who are ignorant 
hide in cowardice from the bad 
things in life.
  So I ask that it is considered 
whether knowing or not knowing 
is better. But keep in mind, 
that knowledge is power when 
learning to cope with situations 
and life in general.

-By Jessica Coone

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER; MAY HELP COPING SKILLS

Treshaun Johnson, fr
“Knowledge is power because if 
you’re ignorant, it won’t get you 
anywhere.”

Ashley Burke, soph 
“Knowledge is power because 
through knowledge it helps 
ourselves in the evolutionary 
process which ultimately is our 
goal to become the invincible 
species.” 

Vincent Robbins, jr. 
“Knowledge is power because 
more knowledge means more 
power and the more you know 
the more successful you can be.” 

Corbie Johnson, sr.
“Knowledge is power because it 
can help you achieve life goals.”

Bird’s Eye View: Is knowledge power or is ignorance bliss?
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Dwight Wartenbee Trucking 
Elmira, OR 541-935-3731

  Dec. 9, 1965, Charlie Brown 
first came out.  CBS is where it 
first aired, but now it is on ABC 
family due to purchase rights.
  The 50th anniversary of Charlie 
Brown special already aired on 
November 30, 2015. More air-
ings of Charlie Brown will be on 
Dec. 19th and 24th, 2015. 
  All the voices of the kids were 
kids who lived in the director’s 
neighborhood. Some of the 
child actors were so young they 
couldn’t even read the script. 
Charlie Brown Christmas is the 
second longest running Christ-
mas special. The first is Rudolph 
the Red Nose Reindeer. 
  Charlie Brown’s Christmas 
special is a beloved holiday 
tradition.  (ABCfamily.com and 
thefw.com.)

Congratulations 
Charlie Brown for Fifty Years on TV

-By Kyla Esselburn

   Are holidays good or bad?  
Here are some thoughts from 
Elmira students: 
  “I think holidays are just 
peachy. They seem quiet 
boring, and seems like it 
lasts forever. But hey, there’s 
food,” said Devin Groshang, 
soph. 
  Although Devin believes 
they’re peachy, not everyone 
agrees. 
  “They’re pretty great, I 
guess,” said Amanda Mo-

gensen, soph.
  Even if some people think 
they are just all right, some 
maximize holiday spirit.
  “I personally love the 
holidays especially Christ-
mas. I like how everyone 
is happy, and how are there 
those all cookies. I also like 
the holiday season because 
that’s when basketball starts, 
and that’s one of my favorite 
sports,” said Jadenn Blunt, 
soph. 

  Others love time off from 
school. 
  “I think they’re good be-
cause one gets a break,” said 
Nolan Moore.  Will Weaver, 
jr, agreed.  
  Two people agree that 
the break is great but Josh 
Voyles, sr., doesn’t like miss-
ing friends.  
  “Overall, holidays are good. 
We’re given time to take a 
break from out stressful lives 
to celebrate and have fun. As 

we grow older the glamour 
fades; however, and they 
become a waste of time or 
unimportant. I enjoy time 
off school, but not spending 
time away from friends,” said 
Voyles.  
  From boring to loving the 
holidays fills the air with 
feelings. This season could 
be good or bad, depending on 
one’s experiences. 

Holidays conquer various beliefs

-By Kyla Esselburn

Kathy Langely’s sociology class experiments in marsh-
mallow lab as a way to introduce group structure and 
dynamics.

Photo by F. Carlin/ The Falconer

Left to right: Ashton Webber, Jamal Wilson, and Rasit 
Erdogan
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Sagittarius November 22 
– December 21: Very 

unemotional and independent, both 
are strong and yet very lonely.  
Now, you might be saying that you 
aren’t like that, but dude, you are so 
in denial.  Find something or 
someone special to help you feel so 
to speak.  You need to learn how to 
open up to other people.  Open up 
and others will open up to you.

Capricorn December 22 
– January 19: Dictatorial 

isn’t such a bad trait, to be honest.  
You are responsible compared to 
others and you like to get the job 
done.  Don’t be afraid to let others 
help out with stuff, such as school 
work and personal stuff.  Patience, 
young padawan. 

Aquarius January 20 
– February 19: Do you 

know what is pretty stupid about 
your element?  You are an Aquarian 
who is a water bearer, and your 
element is Air; that is pretty stupid 
if you ask me. Either A: Your 
element accidentally got mixed up 
with some other Zodiac sign or B: 
It just was meant to throw people 
into an outrage.  Any who, just be 
original just like your Zodiac sign 
name and element.  Don’t be like 
anyone else, be just you and your 
life will show so many opportuni-
ties. 

Pisces February 19 – 

March 20: Tis the season to be 
jolly for you.  You might be going 
through a lot right now, but you 
just need to learn to let go.  
Jumping through hoops isn’t a 
good thing. Running around for 
other people won’t get you 
anywhere in life unless it is your 

boss.  Be you, not anyone else.
Aries March 21 – April 19: 
Strong, outgoing, and 
completely stubborn, don’t 

let those strong traits control you.  
Use them to your advantage.  Show 
others that you are strong by not 
caring what they say or do to you.  
Be outgoing and yourself, don’t 
back down when others judge you. 
Be stubborn and do not back down 
to people who have ill intentions.  
Following your gut is most 
important. 

Taurus April 20 – May 20: 
Being loyal is very important 

to those who need someone to lean 
on, to share their secrets with.  You 
being a Taurus is that person that is 
needed for others.  If you have 

family or friends who are going 
through a tough time, be there for 
them and be their rock that they 
desperately need.  Help those who 
need you and in time they will help 
you too.

Gemini May 21 – June 20: 

Energy that you use can make 
others giddy just being around you. 
Use that energy to turn people’s 
frowns upside down!  Use the 
secret!  Be happy and others will 
feel the same way.  You’re also 
witty and clever, but don’t use 
those natural abilities for evil! 

Cancer June 21 – July 22: 
To be honest, we all know 

that you can be just an itsy-bit 
self-centered.  Stop doing things for 
just you, do things for others just 
because you can, not because you 
have to.  You can be caring, so push 
those strong feelings of self-desire 
and look out to others who need 
help.  Sharing is caring. 

Leo July 23 – August 22: 
The lion!  The hard core, 

loving, possessive lion!  This month 
is full of giving, so use your special 
trait and give until you can’t give 
any more.  Be confident in yourself, 
like what Demi Lovato says, 
“What’s wrong with being confi-
dent?”  Just don’t let your ambi-
tions get to far ahead of the rest of 
your thoughts.

Virgo August 23 – Septem-
ber 22: Being analytical isn’t 

always a good thing, if anything, 
being analytical can make some 
annoyed because it makes them 
feel less and less intelligent around 
you.  However, you can be very 
helpful and reliable to people.  Use 
your analytical side to be precise 
and help others. 

Libra September 23 
– October 22: The 

diplomatic, graceful Libra.  You are 
happy and can help others with 
your encouraging words.  Be 
idealistic in a good way, don’t be 
vain and you will have a great time 
where ever you go.  Try to be more 
reliable to those who desperately 
need you and even those who 
don’t. 

Scorpio October 23 – No-
vember 21: You are full of 

passion for those who you care 
about.  Use that passion to make 
the best out of your time in your 
life. 

-By Nikki Smith and Kayla Pelroy

Open up; others will open up to you

Things Heard in The Halls
Electrons live in hieroglyphic beehives.

Is it
 really

 cannibalism
 if they’re mutants?
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They were trying to lick my droid, and that’s not a metaphor. 

I’ve got children hanging fro
m my arm hair.

The perfect Christmas gift for every 
mom this year: shock monkey gloves!

Death by bacon is the 
best death of all time.

D. Phillips/ The Falconer
On Thursday, Dec. 10, the 12th annual Veneta Light Parade featured 
floats and parade marchers.


